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Proposed 
Solar 
Installation

North
“New” 
Landfill

South 
“Old”
Landfill

Required 
Conservation 
Restriction

NORTH AND SOUTH LANDFILLS – OLD BECHERTOWN ROAD



LEE Energy Group, LLC

Martha's Vineyard Public Schools School Bus Admin 1 MW Wind
Town of Dracut 1.4 MW Solar
Worcester State University 6.2 MW on 2 Solar Projects
Town of West Springfield 5 MW Solar
Town of Longmeadow 3 MW on 2 Solar Projects
City of Easthampton 1.7 MW Solar
Easthampton Housing Authority 750 KW Solar
City of Agawam 2 MW Solar
Agawam Housing Authority 1.4 MW Solar
Hatfield Housing Authority 200 KW Solar
Gateway Regional Schools 800 KW Solar
Amherst Pelham Regional Schools 1.2 MW Solar





Natural Heritage and Endangered 
Species Program -
Conservation Restriction:

2:1 Preservation of Habitat 





Solar Project Permitting Flow
Town Meeting Vote
South Landfill- 2011
North Landfill- 2015

Natural Heritage & 
Endangered 

Species Program 
(NHESP)

Will the project 
result in a “take” 
of an endangered 

species?

Review

Permit

Massachusetts 
Environmental 

Policy Act (MEPA)

Projects located 
in priority 

habitats trigger 
MEPA review

Review and 
public comment 

period

Finding

MassDEP

Application for 
post-closure 
use: Major 

Modification

Technical review:
1 . Can project be 

done without 
impairing the 

integrity of the cover 
system?

2. Will it cause 
adverse impacts to 

public health, safety, 
welfare, or 

environment?

Permit

Conservation 
Commission

File RDA or NOI if 
within Con Com 

jurisdiction

Review (and 
public hearing if 

NOI)

Permit

ZBA

Review 
and public 

hearing

Permit

Apply for 
Building 
Permits

Notice of Project 
Change or 

Environmental 
Notification Form

Project filing

Public comment 
period

Design Review
Board

Project Review

Design
Recommendation
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Survey work
Existing Conditions Complete
Northern Boundary Survey Complete
Geotech Complete

Design
Geotech eval of Sunlink data
Electrical design
draft 30% set 

30% Set reviewed and finalized

Permitting

Community Meetings

MEPA Review 

NHESP Take Permit

Con Com RDA

Zoning Board of Appeals 

PCUP Submitted, Reviewed, Approved (75 days)
Conservation Management Plan

Interconnection

System Impact Study returned

Interconnection Study Agreement Executed, 25% deposit placed

Construction-Commercial Operation
NTP/Order Long Lead Time Equipment

Construction 
Commercial Operation Date
Notes:

MEPA-will involve public comment period

ConCom: Can't apply until NHESP is in hand; will be fast as it's in a buffer area, 1 month from application to meeting, then 21 days to issuance

Zoning Board of Appeals: all other approvals must be in place before applying

Amherst Landfill Solar Array - Draft Project Schedule (as of 12/7/2017)



For More Information:

Stephanie Ciccarello
Sustainability Coordinator
(413) 259-3149
ciccarellos@amherstma.gov


